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Congressman JOHN MELCHER}U
Washington, D, C, \\

I | came into the Billings RA this morning
and made inquiry regarding an article in the New York Times
that the FBI had issued instructions to all field offices
for background checks on all Congressional candidates and he
wanted to know if this was true and if so, to what extent this
inquiry went and what we were doing.

Mr.[:::::]Was advised that no instructions were

received in the Billings RA and we had conducted no background

checks, however, the main office of the FBI was in Butte,
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JOHEN MELCHER

SezenD DUSTRC, MENTANA ) . o AGRICUL TURE
Sl ZTaN MeNTARS . SUBCOMMITTEES:
: ( - ’ . . LavEsTOSK AND GRAINS
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7 ' November 22, 1972
Mr. L. Patrick Gray, III, Director
Federal Bureau of. Investlgatlon
Department of Justice
Washington, D. C. -
Dear Mr. Gray: . SR :
' A /U . Z .
’q;éa is a’copy of a 1etter from Mr.[ ] b6
|lof Ganado, Arizona, who believes he has b7C

some pertinent informatTon relating to the death

of his grandson in Reno, Nevada.

I would appreciate your assistance in having

) agents from Arizona get in touch-with Mr.[ _ Jto b6
. see if he can be of any assistance in this Investi- b7C
gation.

Sipcerely,

. - - _ 5;?i;o~:2ﬁ;ggéi,zfé

JOHN MELCHER
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Honorable John Melcher
House of Representatives

- Washington, D. C. 20515,

Dear Congressman Melcher::

December 4, 1972

Ydur-communicétion'of-NOvember 22nd enclosing a

" copy of a letter directed to you by a Mr.

Ganado, Arizona, has been received.

. While we would like to be of assistance, the infor-
mation set forth by Mr.[ _  |does.not indicate a vioclation of
any law over which the FBI has jurisdiction.
. Pederal offense with few exceptions such as crimes on Govern-

. ment reservations. If Mr. has -any additional information
which he believes might bring this matter within our jurisdic-

of

tion, it would be appreciated if he would furnish it to our

office located at 2721 North Central Avenue, Phoenix, Arizcna_ s

85013. o

.~ Phoenix - Enclosures (2)
1l - Las Vegas - Enclosures (2)
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below)
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FGF.noves
state law
on merger

Recent Forward Great Falls |
appeals for consolidation of
city and county law en-
forcement agencies were
revealed as futile Monday b y
an FGF member who produced
a copy of a state law which ,
permits consolidation of police |
departments and sheriff’s of-
fices in counties “other than
first and second class coun-
ties.”

Arlyne Reichert said the law
allows small population coun-
ties t0 consolidate the law en-
forcement agencies, but in
larger counties, like Cascade
County, the agencies can only
cooperate in law enforcement
efforts.

The obscure law, which Mrs.
Reichert said most local of-
ficials are unaware of, allows
consolidation of police and
sheriff's departments under the '
sheriff, who may be elected or !
appointed by the commission in i
a city-county government.

“The exception of first and ‘
second class counties from the |
law is most glaring,”” Mrs. |
Reichert remarked.

City Manager Dick Thomas 1
said the city and county com- ,
missioners have discussed
cooperation between the res-
pective law enforcement agen-
cies. He said he couldn’t name
any specific areas of possible
cooperation, but he noted that
the new police facilities to be
built in the donated General
Motors Building were des?ned
to <fuplicate as little as qo§sbile
of county facilities. He said the
nev; police headquarter:j will ;
inciude only minimum security
holding facilities. ‘
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HELENA ~ Egstérn District
Congressman,John Melcher
was in viclation of federal.
regulations in the leasing of a*
small tract of BLl\«ﬁ%{nd near
his Forsyth home for nearly |
tour years, the Tribune has
iearned, - ’
The Montana Demagcrat is®

commiitee on Pubiic Lands,
which, deals with BLM affairs,
Melcher had leased the 40-
acre tract for a ~umber of
years befdre nis election 1o
- congress in 1569, and continued
tn lease it uneit early this year
=hen a neighber pointed out
the condlict to the district BLM
55itice in Miles City. That was

1=

] violated federa
Jand rules for4 years

 Kurkowski then applied Tora™
lease 0n the land. It was grant-

{ed by Richards with one ex-

ception: Melcher was given a
right-of-way across the land to
get his cattle back and forth.
This. stock pass consisted of
some 12 acres out of-the 40 -

appeal was sent to the Board of
Cand Appeals in Arlington, \'z:y
where it is pending. .
Richards says Kurkowski
just wanted to give Meleher a
33-foot right-of-way along the
‘south boundary of the 40. “But
‘the terrain. wouldw’t -aliow it,”-
Richards said. “That would
just be running those cows
right up against the fence and

after Melcher had renewed his
nee i Febrvary.

Grg of the permit congitions,
| as printed gn the back of the
permiit, is that no member of
j "Cosgress may lease federal

grazing lands,

The iand in questien is
ddscribed by BLM District
Manager Kannon Richards as
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dhep draws. The 40 acres is
-rated by the BLM as providing,
"ely enough grazing for one
0w for six months, )
But it divides two. pieces of
| ¥lcher Property — * is. home-
i place which nas wate., and 240
. durzsof grazing land which has
o wsiter, .-
. ; Bichatds said the district |
F B

SVpped by uritil Melehes'sh

et the question, ;
¥ Sleicher apologized when it !
- was Brought to his aitention,

andiszid-the confiict just never

worarved o Rind, Bichards said. o

Zids only eoncefn was fow

'-S0 1 just shipped the thing off

rough break-type country with |

AL i

XL YL effice manages 2,200 §
‘eases 'and this one just 1.

geighbor, Joseph Kurlowskill

straight up and dowshill. So we-
went over about a thousand
“feet to the ridge line and left a
natural trail. So-he appealed it.

back East. It appeared t¢yme
lhat there must be something
going on between the two thdét 1°

acres. Kurkowski objected, His

didn’t understand.”
B ———]

45 P get Wis catile from his
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